East Devon Way Relay Race

Leg 9

    Chantry Bridge Colyton to Golden Hind Musbury

Distance approx 3.4 miles

Start: Chantry Bridge Colyton (GR245943)

Finish: Golden Hind Musbury (GR273947)

Overview: Flat running. Some road but mainly off road. Off road shoes recommended unless conditions are dry. Owing to the number of turns with all the stiles and gates it is important to be alert at all points.

1. Turn right along the road over the bridge then take the first left by Chantry Cottage then first left again into Rosemary Lane. Continue along this road bearing left at two points without deviation until you reach a junction with another and larger road. Continue ahead to the left but cross over to the other side. Turn right by some re-cycling bins and bear right and to the rear of an industrial unit to reach a gate.

2. Pass through the gate and proceed straight ahead keeping the River Coly on your left until you reach a splendid new footbridge. Cross the river and turn right alongside the river for about 200 metres then strike left at an angle towards the furthest corner of the field away from the river to a gate to the left of a telegraph pole. IMPORTANT! Pass through the gate and then almost immediately turn left across a footbridge  to a stile. Do not proceed straight ahead into the field.

3. Cross the stile and proceed at an angle to the right towards the tramline ahead. Run alongside the tramline to reach a flight of steps in the farthest corner of the field. DANGER. This is the crossing point of the tramline so only cross when it is clear to do so. Turn right along the opposite side of the tramline then descend some steps into a field on the far side. Turn right towards a stile in a hedge ahead. Cross the stile and continue the route around the edge of the field to the right to reach another stile adjoining a road.

4. Cross this stile and turn left along the road. Do not proceed across the road into another field. Continue along the road to reach Lower Cownhayne Farm and turn sharp right along a track which continues between two hedges. On reaching a gate pass through and continue straight ahead keeping a hedge on your left until you reach a drainage channel where you turn left over a stile into another field.

5. Turn right and run alongside a hedge on your right. Pass through a gate and some 50 metres further on turn right over a stile into another field.

6. Aim straight ahead to a solitary pole in the open and then bear left to another pole near a group of trees. Pass through a gate and continue ahead but slightly to the left aiming towards the left corner at the far end of the field.

7. Here pass through the gate and continue ahead towards the watercourse. Do not proceed along the farm track which rises away to the left. Follow the watercourse on your right to a stile then a gate. Through the gate continue ahead but slightly to the left towards a stile in the hedge. Cross the stile and turn sharp right along a rough path to the end. Do not exit the path by a stile half way along on the left.

8. Cross the stile at the end of the path and continue straight ahead towards Nunsford Footbridge. As you cross you might see the odd salmon some 2 feet in length! Head towards a metal gate where a muddy concrete track takes you past a farm and continues along a road. Where the road bears to the left you turn right along an unmade roadway known as Deadhorse Lane (!). After about 50 metres turn left through a gate and continue ahead keeping a hedge on your right to reach a small bridge and stile into another field.

9. On crossing the stile turn sharp left to another stile then a crossing over a wire fence. Turn sharp right and run alongside a drainage channel up to a metal gate. Do not enter the farmyard at any point. Pass through the gate and continue ahead across a garden to pass through another gate. Ignore the ornate footbridge leading to the right but bear left around the old barn to a stile which adjoins the A358. DANGER; cross the stile and the road with care. Traffic can be heavy and often moves too quickly. The changeover point is at the Golden hind on the opposite side of the road.
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